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Oratio Funebris, &C. 


SPJANTER plurima priſcis tempo- 
ribus a proavis noſtris præ- 
& clare conſtituta, illud potiſſi- 
mum, Socii colendiſſimi, ſtu- 


dioſi adoleſcentes, & auditores, quot- 


quot adeſtis omnes, ornatiſſimi, Encomio 
dignum arbitramur, quod defunctorum 
memoriam, quales inſigniverat aut vi- 


tæ integritas, aut bene factorum monu- 
menta, eximiæve animi dotes, orati- 
one Funebri publice celebrare, debi- 


tiſq; laudibus ab oblivione ſempiter- 


na vindicare placuit. Virtutem ſcilicet 
incolumem, quam pleriq; aut acerrimis 


proſequuntur odiis, aut invidioſo quo- 
dam faſtu ſolent prætermittere, ean- 


dem ex oculis ſublatam avide explora- 
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mus: Umbram manibus elapſam ter 
fruſtre comprendimus, nullaq; arte re- 
parabilem jacturam confitemur. 
LICEAT igitur nobis, Valeri 
Conſulis Bruto Collegæ ſuo parentan- 


tis exemplar imitantibus, ut chariſſimi 


Fratris noſtri, a ſuorum amplexibus in- 


opinata & immatura morte divulſi, 


cujus reliquias hodierno die ſupremo 
honore ſepulchrali afficimus, vitam, 
mores, Icona ſummas laudes prome- 
rentem, vobiſcum recolamus, quo in- 


terna ipſius pulchritudo & venuſtas, 
prout Oculorum Scintillantium Ful- 
gor, ſplendidiſſime eluceſcat. Qui vivi- 
diori informatus anima, poſtquam, 
curſu ſatis proſpero Grammaticz ſta- 


dium emenſus, in Societatem noſtram 


cooptatus eſt, &, excuſſo pulvere Scho- 
laſtico, Academiam ingreſſus ad in- 
timam Rerum Naturam percipiendam 

ſua ſtudia contulit, duobus annis apud 
Athenas haſce poſtras nondum commo- 


ratus, atate adhuc inpaber, ingenio 
tamen 
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tamen virili, ſubactoque penitus ju- 
dicio adultus, propter Ly ricorum Car- 
minum ſuavitatem tum ſibi, tum Colle- 


gio ſuo uberrimam comparavit glori- 
am. Tanta cum felicitate Poeſeos Ar- 


tem excoluerat, ut Coævos omnes fa- 
cile exuperaret, dum IIluſtriſſimi Da- 


niæ Principis Exequias Epicedio deco- 
ravit; dum, præcipiente lugubrem can- 
tum Melpomene, Heroa morte abſor- 
beri vetuit, quem nec peritiſſimorum 


Medicorum levamina, nec repetita 


Pientiſſimæ Reginæ vota inter vivos 
conſervarent. 


NE c tamen Luſibus Poeticis tanto- 
pere indulſit, quominus utilioribus in- 
vigilaret artibus, & ſtudia Severiora 
exercere poſſet. His Nugis, tanquam 
Literato quodam Otio, pauliſper re- 


levatus ad ſeria bona complectenda 


ſeſe convertit. Nec totus aura veſci- 


tur #therea, ſed ſolidiori pabulo ſa- 
turatur animus. Inſatiabili quippe Veri- 


tatis 
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tatis perveſtigandz cupiditate impulſus, 
quo res abſtruſæ atque reconditæin 
apertum proferrentur, ne qua levitate \ 
motus huc illuc fluctuaret, Diſciplinis 
Mathematicis occulta quadam Naturæ 
propenſione ſedulus incubuit. Quas 
non (prout quorundam Semidoctorum 
mos eſt) primoribus tantum labiis per- 
functorie deguſtavit, led, tanquam 
ſitim explere cupiens, avidis ingurgi- 
tavit hauſibus. Non primo in limine 
indormiendum duxit, fed inflammato 
impetu in earum ſecreta penetravit 
Adyta. Intellexit enim perſpicax, cæ- 
teras Artes, Literaſque, licet non 
illiberales, indignas tamen, in quas 
tantum conſumeretur operæ olexque, 
niſi certitudinem ſcientiæ aſſequendam 
quaſi digito monſtrarent, omneſque du- 
bitandi cauſas exoneratis mentibus 
excluderent. . 


NON tamen Politioris Literaturz 
partes, & * Evidentiæ Geo- 
metricæ 
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7 
metricæ incapax videretur, id totum 
faſtidio habuit; ſed, Horis Subſecivis, 
Utili Dulce limata cum prudentia per- 
miſcendo, variis ex Floribus mille im- 


bibit Delicias. 


ET, ne Sibi {oli videretur vivere, de 
aliena utilitate parum ſollicitus, quo 
impenſius humani generis ſaluti conſu- 


leret, in Facultate Medicinæ perſcru- 
tanda non mediocrem fecerat progreſ- 


ſum. 

TAL I rerum cognitione imbutus, 
tot Artibus accuratiſſime exercitatus, 
ad Rhetoricæ Cathedram, quam fun 
jampridem vendicarant merita, ex im- 
proviſo evectus, eandem junQis omni- 


um ſuffragiis lætiſque plauſibus con- 


ſcendit: Dignus, qui ab Academia 
recedentem exciperet PRESTONIUM, 
Collegii dulce Decus & Ornamen- 
tum, Anteceſſorem Tantum graphice 


aſſimilandi, æquiſque paſſibus ſequendi 


gnarus. Qui, inter multiplices gene- 
roſæ 


82 
roſæ indolis Virtutes, firmiſſimæ Ami- 
citiæindi cium edidit rariſſimum, dum 
ſponte Magiſtratum abdicare voluit, 
ne Contubernali ſuo, Familiaritate & 
Concordia diuturna ſibi conjunctiſſimo, 
quem tam Arduo Muneri parem, om- 
nibuſque numeris abſolutum perſenſit, 
luctuoſum orbaretur Sodalitium no- 
ſtrum, cui ipſe facetiarum diſertiſſimus 
Jocis Sale Attico conditis hilaritatem 
tantam impertiverat. Sin autem Præ- 
lectionibus Rhetoricis minus vacavit 
Collega noſter, Infortunium veſtrum, 
Juvenes Johannenſes, neutiquam ſu- 
pinæ ipſius ſocordiæ incuriæve, fed pa- 
rum ſanæ corporis valetudini, & per- 
turbatæ mentis conditioni, acceptum 
referatis. Quod fi nullis morborum 
angoribus laboraſſet, ſalute confirma- 
ta, tranquillaq; animi ſerenitate po- 
titus, ſi qua aſpera Fati decreta poterat 
perrumpere, eadem profecto ingenii 
fœcunditate Rhetores Poetaſq; Ro- 


manos luculenter explicuiſſet, quo- 
e kum 


5 
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rum prxceptis abundavit, quorum ſcri- 
bendi Veneres Gratialq; apprime cal- 
luit, qua per Orationes Numerolq; ſuos 
Imberbis adhuc feliciter imitatus eſt. 
Provinciam, quam nactus eſt, hanc or- 
naſſet, conquiſit itis undiquaq; copus lo- 
cupletatam. Ih ſiquidem inerant, quæ- 
cunq; Egregiz Dotes ad Officium ſi- 
bi delegatum honore maximo perfun- 
gendum ſuppetias afferre poterant: 
Linguarum utiliſſimarum Peritia, non ſi- 


ne Penetrantis Ingenii Acumine ; Elo- 


quentia non minus Sententiarum Pon- 
dere, comptoq; quodam dictionis ni- 
tore, quam dulciſſima Pronunciandi 
Arte commendata ; Vox Suavis, & Ca- 
nora „ qualis Rhetoricæ Profellorem de- 
Cet. 


Vocr Conſonuit Gratifima, & 


ab omnibus Decantata Animæ Har- 
monia. Cujus in conſuetudinem Mu- 


ſices Dea fe blande inſinuaile, totamg; 
molem agitaſſe videretur. Mor illum 
B no- 
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nobilitavit æquabilis vitæ Tenor, hinc 
placida morum temperies, hinc indoles 
ad Humanitatem, Candorem, Benevo- 
lentiam mire compoſita. Uberrima 
Eruditione refertum perpolivit nativa 
quædam Feſtivitas, Lepos, Elegantia, 
familiaribus jucunda, nemini odioſa. 
In hoc porro eluxit Sinceritas non Au- 
ſtera, Urbana Alloquii facultas abſq; 
Simulanti quavis Adulatione, Amicitia 
nullo Colore tincta. Ab ambitione 
procul remotus Honorem nunquam 
quæſivit, ſemper comparavit. Quæ ve- 
ro ætatem juvenilem plerumq; comi- 
tantur vitia, 11s immunis penitus in- 
tactuſq; vixit. Hic murus a terrifico Mor- 
tis irrumpentis impetu protexit ahe- 
nene 


Nil Conſcire Sibi 


In MINENTIS ergoLethiSagit- 
tam non trepidus exhorruit, ſed aquo 
animo ferens Voluntati Divine fe to- 

rum 


* 

3 
tum commiſit; ex Angorum Amari- 
tudine tum Patientiæ explorandæ, tum 
Perennis Gloriæ conſequendæ, occaſio- 
nem nactus. Quamdiu autem Rati- 
onis facultate uſus eſt, in illo tantus 
emicuit Pietatis Fervor, ut nullas pro- 
ferret voces, niſi viro optimo digniſſi- 
mas, ex ardenti pectore Caleſtiq; Pa- 
tri devoto prorumpentes, immenſa Dei 
miſericordia, & effuſo Salvatoris ſan- 
guine innixus. Donec tandem, intel- 
lectu ſenſibuſq; plane orbatus, omni 
dolore, & Æſtuanti Febris Cruciatu ex- 
ſolutus, e Vinculis Corporeis evolan- 
tem exhalavit animam, Virtutis illibatæ 
rigidus ſatelles, Temporibus Iniquiſſi- 
mis Fidiſſimus Almæ Matris Eccleſiæ 
Filius, Juris Regi Inviolabilis Vindex 
acerrimus, Phreneſeos Fanaticæ ſtre- 
nuus Oppugnator. 


O Fallacem Hominum ſpem, Fra- 
gilemq; ſortem! Quis deſiderio fit Pi- 
dor, aut Modus tam chari capitis fata- 
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ET 
1¹ jaculo percuſſi? Quorſum ve- 
ro Querelæ, quorſum Suſpiria? Quid 
ab oculis diſtillar Lacrymarum Rivus, 
Extincti Sepulchrum Iriorare prope- 
rans? Inanc munus! — Quin poti- 
us, O Frater [ure Dilectiſſime, dum 
exangue Corpus, nuper Sublimis Ani- 
mz Hoſpitium, Officioſi tumulo man- 
damus, propitium Numen ſappliciter 


obteſtemur, ut Sacroſancti Spiritus ſui 


-Gratiam pectoribus noftris infundat, 
qua adjuti, Tibi pares, Innocui viva- 
mus & Amabiles, Tui ad inſtar, Li- 
bentes, Pii, Terris Deplorandi, Cœlis 
(ut confidimus) Accepti obeamus. 


LAS 
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AN 


O RAT TON 


SPOKEN in the 
Chappel of St. Tobi s College, Ox0 N. 
At the FUNERAL of 


Mr. ROBERT BLUNT. 


Low FELLO W of that SOCIETY. 
Tranſlated from the LATIN. 


* MMONG the many laudable 
Ws Cuſtoms, tranſmitted to us 
from our Anceſtors, there 1s 
no one, Which deſerves both 
our eſteem and obſervation more, than 
in a Funeral Oration publickly to ce- 
Jebrate, and by a due Encomium to reſ- 
cue 
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cue from eternal oblivion the memory 
or deceas'd Perſons, when either the 
Integrity of their Lives, their ſhining 
and exemplary Services to their Coun- 
try, or their eminent Intellectual en- 
dowments, have not only Endear'd 
em to their ſurviving Friends, but re- 
commended 'em as Patterns worthy of 


Imitation to late Poſterity. For tho 
the brighteſt Character is too often 
_ purſued by inveterate malice, or diſ- 
countenanc'd by a ſcornfull and ſuper- 
dcCilious neglect, whilſt it Breaths here, 


and dwells amongſt us, yet, when va- 


niſh'd from our fi ight, how willingly 
would we recall it! We graſpat the be- 


loved Shade, when fled from our Em- 
braces, and generouſly acknowledge, 
tho too late, that our loſs is the more 


to be lamented, ſince it can never be 


repair d. 


PERMIT 
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PERMIT me then, my worthy 
Fellow-Collegiates, in imitation of 
the Roman Conſul Valerius, who a- 
dorn'd the Obſequies of his Co Copart- 
ner Brutus with a Panegyrick ſuitable 
to ſuch uncommon merit, to recollect 
with You the Life, the Virtues, the 
moſt amiable Pourtraiture of our dear 
Departed Brother, ſnatch'd from the 
arms of his Relations by an Immature 
and Unexpected Death, to whoſe Re- 
mains we are now ſincerely paying 
the laſt Honours. So ſhall the inward. 
Beauties of his Mind ſhine forth with 
the ſame Luſtre, as did the external 
| Graces of his Perſon, and the Bright- 
nels and Vivacity of his Sparkling 
Eyes. Who animated with a Brisk 
and Lively Genius, when he had ſuc- 
ceſsfully finiſh'd the courſe of his Pre- 
liminary ſtudies, and, having made 
himſelf Maſter of the Claſſick Au- 
thors, was elected a Member of our 

5 eee ; 


| 
| 

| 

| 

[ 
. 
t 


E 
Society ; when, quitting the tire- 
ſome drudgery of a School, he repair- 
ed to This Flouriſhing Seat of Ele- 
gance and Politeneſs, and applied him- 
ſelf to ſound the depth of Nature and 
Philoſophy; had ſcarcely for two Years 
reſided in This Retirement of the 
Muſes, when, full of Manly Senſe and 


Solid Judgement, tho' but a Child 


in Tears, he acquir'd abundant repu- 


tation by the Smoothneſs of his Ly- 


rick Verſes, not only for bimſelf, but 


his Society. So happy a Talent did 
he diſcover in Poetick Meaſures, 
ſcarce Equall'd by any, Surpaſs'd by 
none of his Cotemporaries, when he 


Signaliz d himſelf in paying his rel- 


pets to the Memory of the moſt 


IIluſtrious Prince of Denmark; when, 


urg d by the Impulſe of the Mournfull 


Muſe, in never- dying Verſe he Immor- 
taliz'd that Hero, whom neither the 
skill of the moſt expert Phyſicians, 


nor the Fervent Prayers of the moſt 


| Re- 


E 
Religious Queen, could any longer re- 
tain below. Is 
YET was He not ſo addicted to 
theſe Poetical Amuſements, as to neg- 
lect to Cultivate the more Uſefull and 
Solid Parts of Learning, and apply 
hiimſelf to ſeverer ſtudies. The former 
he made uſe of, as a kind of Learned 
Recreation, that he might be ena- 
bled to return with more life, vigour, 
and alacrity to the latter. His Mind 
was not entirely nouriſh'd with this Slen- 
der and Airy Food, longing after more 
Subſtantial Entertainment. For mov'd 
by an inſatiable deſire of diſcovering 
Truth, in the Search and Purſuit of 
which he was ever Indefatigably In- 
duſtrious, and Ambitious ro bring 
Things hidden and obſcure into open 
view, that his Judgement and Deci- 
ſions might prove not Wavering and 
Unſettled, he diligently inclin'd his 


Thoughts by a Natural Propenfity to | 


Mathematical Enquiries, Which he 
C 1 did 
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did not (after the manner of ſome 
Smatterers, leſs Learned, than Opinio- 
nated) ſlightly taſt and ſuperficially paſs 
over, but, impatient fully to quench 


his Thirſt, he Imbib'd deep Draughts 
of Knowledge at theſe clear and whole- 


ſome Springs. He did not reſt ſatisſi- 


ed in the attainment of the firſt and 
eaſieſt Concluſions, but with Impetu- 
ous Efforts ſearch'd into and fat hon d 
the moſt remote and ſecret Receſſes of 


theſe Arts and Speculations. For being 
a Perſon of more than ordinary Saga- 
city and Penetration, he was perfect- 


ly convinc'd, that other Sciences and 
Parts of Learning, tho' by no means 


contemptible, or improper for the en- 
tertainment of a Gentleman, were yet 
unworthy, upon which much time 


and labour ſhould be employ'd, un- 
leſs they could plainly point out a 
way to ſuch undeniable Truth, and 


Demonſtration, as might remove from 
the moſt Sceptical diſpoſition all poſti- 


bilit) 


tual 


| bility of Suſpence; and leave no room 
to clude the force of it. 


NEVERTHELESS he did not look 
down with a Diſdainful Eye upon the 
ſeveral kinds of Polite Literature, be- 
cauſe incapable of ſo much Light and 
ap vo as Geometry conveys to 

but at his leiſure Hours judici- 
onſh blended the Advantageous and A- 
greeable; and from the various Flowers 
of Liberal Arts collected and trea- 
ſur'd up in his underſtanding innume- 
rable Sweets and Delicacies. 


AND that He might not ſeem to 
live for Himſelf alone, void of care, 
and free from all concern for the 
Wellfare of his Fellow-Creatures, that 
he might the more effectually pro- 
mote the Health and Preſervation of 
Mankind, He had conſiderably im- 
prov'd bimſelf, and made great Ad- 
vances in that Art, which directs us 
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either to prevent Diſtempers, or to 
cure them. 


E NDOw'D with ſo much Know- 
ledge, and grac'd with ſuch Diverſi- 
ty of Learning, He was at length pro- 


moted to the Chair of Rhetorick; a 
Dignity, for which he had long been 


qualified by his Conſpicuous Merit 


and Accompliſhments. On this he en- 


tred with the unanimous choice, the 


Hearty ſatisfaction, and joy full applauſe 5 


of his Collegiates. A Perſon, fit to 
ſucceed his worthy predeceſſor, at his 


departure from our Society, of which 


he had been the Ornament and De- 


light : being well-skill'd to Copy af- 


ter ſo Commendable an Example, to 


Trace his ſteps, and by a lively Re- 
ſemblance of þjs Vertues to Extenu- 
ate our Loſs. This Gentleman, a- 
. mong many other Inſtances of his Ce- 
nerous Temper, herein gave an in- 


conteſtable rows of his Inviolable 
Friend- 
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Friendſhip: chooſing rather voluntarily 
to reſign his Office, than that our 
Society ſhould be depriv'd of his moſt 
Intimate Aﬀociate, united to him by 
the ſtricteſt Amity for many Years 
continued, for whom he entertain'd 
the higheſt Value, and whom he knew 
to be compleatly capable of that 
Important Poſt, to which he was pre- 

ferr'd, This action was as extremely 
obliging, as his Converſation was ever. 
diverting ; which came recommended 
by an Eaſy and unaffected Flow of 
Wit and Humour, Pleaſantry and 
Good Nature. But if the Lectures of 
our Departed Brother were leſs fre- 
quent than deſirable by thoſe, who were 
committed to his care and charge, e- 
ſteem not your Misfortune, Young 
Gentlemen, as the reſult of careleſs 
Eaſe and Indolence : Impute it rather 
to an Habitual Interruption of his 
Health, and the Diſcompoſure of his 


Mind, ariſing from a Complication of 


Croſſes 


ta} 


Croſſes and Perplexities. For had he 
Languiſh d under no Diſtemper, had 


he enjoyed a Soul ſerene and calm, a 
Body vigorous and aGve, could he have 
broke thro Fate's ſevere decree, he would 
undoubtedly have explain'd the Roman 


Orators and Poets with the ſame Sa- 
gacity and Sprightlinels of Genius, 

with which he not only trac'd out, but 
ſucceſsfully imitated their Beauties in 
his Youthful Compoſitions, He would 


then have done ſtill greater Honour 


to that Province, over which he was 
Deputed to Preſide, and with more 
Copious Ornaments Enrich'd it. So 
amply was he furniſh'd with all 
thoſe Curious and Valuable Talents, 


which could enable him to diſcharge 


that Office with Univerſal Approbati- 
on: A ſufficient knowledge not only 
of the Learned, but moſt Modiſh Lan- 


guages, attended with a Natural Rea- 


dineſs of Apprehenſion, and Accura- 


cy of Judgement; Eloquence, not leſs 
Sn WM Ore FOO a. 
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Engaging by the Weightineſs of his 


 Sentiments, and Purity of Expreſſion, 


than by the Sweeteſt manner of De. 
livery : A Voice Soft and Muſical, ſuch 
as might well become a Teacher of 
the Art of Speaking. 


ADAPTED to his Voice was that 
ſo wonderfully agreeable, that ever- 


charming Harmony of his Soul. One 
would imagine, that the Goddeſs of 


Muſick her ſelf had choſen him as her 


Darling Favourite, and, as an Active 


Mind infus'd, had inſpir d, and Anima- 


ted his whole Compacted frame, and 
govern'd all his — Hence an 


Even Tenour of Life rendred him a- 


greeable to all, who had the happinefs 
to converſe with him; an Eaſy and 
Winning way of behaviour, a temper 

naturally bent to Humanity, Candour 


and Benevolence. His plenteous ſtores 
of the Politeſt Learning were Brightned 


with an Unaltetze Turn of Mirth, Fa- 


5 cerioulneſs, 
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cetiouſneſs, and Gayety, entertai- 
ning to his Friends, to all entirely In- 


offenſive. In Him appear d Plain-dea- 


ling without Peeviſhneſs; an Affable 
and Genteel Addreſs without Diſ- 
ſembling Flattery ; Friendſhip Unvar- 


niſh'd, Undeſigning. Averſe to Am- 


bition, he never ſought that honour, 


which all, who knew him, paid to his 


deſert. The Vices, too frequently i in- 
cident to Youth, might tempt perhaps, 
but never prevaiÞd over him. This 


was that Impregnable Tower, which 


ſecur d him againſt the Terrors of ap- 


proaching Death - A Conſcience 


 Undiſturb'd, Unſtain'd with Guilt. 
| Wherefore he did not ſhrink at the Fa- 
tal Stroke, but, bearing it with Hero- 
ick Fortitude, manifeſted a perfect Re- 
ſignation to the Divine Will. As the 


Bitterneſs of his Agonies ſeverely tri- 
ed his Patience, ſo did his Courage, 


manfully ſupporting them, procure for 
him Immortal Glory. In his laſt Mo- 
=, ments, 


E 

ments, as long as his faculty of Rea- 
ſon could exert it ſelf, ſo long did he 
diſcover the moſt Fervent Piety: ut- 
tering no expreſſions, but ſuch, as 
might well become the Devouteſt 
Chriſtian, iſſuing from a Heart en- 
flam'd, and fix d upon his Heavenly 
Father: repoſing an entire confidence 
in the Unbounded mercy of his Crea- 
tor, and the Invaluable Treaſure of 
his Redeemer's Blood. Till at length, 
depriv'd of Underſtanding, bereft of 
every ſenſe, releas'd from pain, from 

all the Burning Torments of a Fever, 
and from the bondage of this wretched 
Life, he reſign'd his Soul into the 
hands of him, who gave it. Thus 
died that ſtrict preſerver of Unſpotted 
Virtue, that True and Steady Son of 
the Church in the midſt of a corrupt 
and degenerate age, that warm aſler- 
ter of Regal Government, that ſtre- 
nuous Antagoniſt of Enthuſiaſm and 
FE . 
D HOW 
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How Fleeting are our Lives, 
how Flattering our Hopes! What 
limits can we {ct to our concern? 
When can we ccaſe our mourning 
for the loſs of one, whole memory 


is ſo dear to us ? ------ But to what 


end do we complata: or ſigh? Why 
all this Flood of Tears, which Trickle 


irom our Eyes, a haſten to Be- 


dew his Grave? Poor, Unavailing 
Gift! ---- Rather, O moſt juſtly lamen- 


ted Brother, while we, attending on 


thy Obſequies, to the Cold Earth 


commit thy Breathleſs Body, lately 


the Manſion of an Eleyated Soul, 


let us preſent our petitions to the 
Throne of our moſt Gracious Father, 


beſeeching him to infuſe into our 
Hearts the inſpiration of his Holy 
Spirit: that we may Run, like Thee, 


the Race of life, void of offence, and 


be by all belov'd : like Thee, may 


chcerfully reſign 1 breath, deſſtous 
to 


»y 
: 
*. 
. 
- 
4, 
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to depart, and warm'd with Devout 
Raptures : And, when we leave our 
Weeping Friends below, with Thee 
may reſt in everlaſting bliſs, prepar d 
for us above. 
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